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THE BIG IDEA 
What is the main truth The Lord showed you in this passage? 

Bible Study Notes 
 

Grace Abounds  
More Than Sin 

Romans 5:18-21 
18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation; even so by the 
righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life. 

19 For as by one man's disobedience many were 
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous. 

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound: 

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life 
by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Comparing the Two 
Adam brought sin and its effects upon all mankind. 
In a similar sense Jesus brought righteousness to all 
mankind (if they will have it). Comparing the effects 
of Jesus’ obedience to the effects of Adam’s 
disobedience helps us understand the superabounding 
effects of God’s grace! 



Part 1—Universal Impact 
Read Romans 5:18; John 1:1-10 

1) According to this verse in what ways are Adam and Jesus 
similar? 
 
 
 
 

2) According to John 1 what was God’s intention in sending Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Why does Romans 5:18 NOT teach the universal salvation of 
all? 
 
 
 

Part 2—Made Sinners or Made Righteous 
Read Romans 5:19; 1 Peter 2:5-10 

1) What do you think are the effects of being “made sinners” in 
contrast to being “made righteous”? 
 
 
 
 

2) According to 1 Peter 2 how does the work of God inside us 
change how we act on the outside? 
 
 
 
 

3) How does Adam’s disobedience affect you, and how does Jesus 
obedience affect you TODAY? 
 
 

Part 3—Maximizing the Effect 
Read Romans 5:20; Romans 3:19-20 

1) How does the Law maximize the effect of sin? 
 
 
 
  

2) How does the Law maximize the effect of grace? 
 
 
 
 

3) How might this verse affect the way you share the gospel with 
others?  
  
 
  

 
Part 4—Reigning Through Righteousness 
Read Romans 5:21; Romans 5:17; 2 Peter 1:1-4 

1) How do you think God’s grace reigns “through righteousness” in 
the Christian’s life? 
 
 
 
 

2) According to 2 Peter 1 what part does righteousness play in the 
Christian’s life? 
 
 
 
 

3) In what practical ways do you see grace reigning though 
righteousness in your life?

Don’t forget the Big Idea! 


