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THE BIG IDEA 
What is the main truth The Lord showed you in this passage? 

Bible Study Notes 
 

Two 
Representatives 

 
Romans 5:12-14 

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned: 

13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is 
not imputed when there is no law. 

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over them that had not sinned after the 
similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure 
of him that was to come. 

 
 

The Benefits 
Paul’s discussion of the benefits of Justification by 
Faith now needs some further explanation. In the 
remainder of this chapter, he shows that Jesus’ work 
of Justification through His blood secures for us 
MUCH MORE than we lost in Adam. To make that 
case, Paul explains just how expansive the effect of 
Adam’s sin was. 



Part 1—Sin and Death Enters the World 
Read Romans 5:12; Genesis 1:31; Genesis 3:1-7 

1) According to this verse in Romans what is the cause of death in 
the world, and what is the cause of death’s “cause”? 
 
 
 
 

2) According to Genesis 1 and 3 do you think God is responsible 
for death and sin? 
 
 
 
 

3) Why do you think many people blame God for evil and 
suffering? Why is this unjust? 
 
 
 
 

Part 2—All Have Sinned 
Read Romans 5:12; Romans 3:19-23 

1) According to this verse why is the human death rate 100%?  Is 
that fair? 
 
 
 
 

2) According to Romans 3 why is it important that “ALL Have 
Sinned”? 
 
 
 
 

3) How do you think all people “became” sinners? 
 
 

Part 3—Sin Present With or Without the Law 
Read Romans 5:13-14; Genesis 6:5-6 

1) How do we know people are sinners if they have no law of God 
to break? 
 
 
  

2) According to Genesis 6 how could God judge the world for their 
sin with a flood if there were no laws for them to break?  
 
 
 
 

3) How does this truth affect people in remote places who have no 
Bibles and no 10 commandments? 
  
 
  

 
Part 4—Two Representatives 
Read Romans 5:12-14; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 

1) According to this verse how was Adam a type of the coming 
Christ? 
 
 
 

2) According to 1 Corinthians 15 how do both Adam and Christ 
serve as our representatives? 
 
 
 
 

3) How does Adam’s effect on you pave the way for Christ’s 
effect?

Don’t forget the Big Idea! 


