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THE BIG IDEA 
What is the main truth The Lord showed you in this passage? 

Bible Study Notes 
 

The Saving Faith of  
Abraham 

Romans 4:17-22 
17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many 

nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, 
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things 
which be not as though they were. 

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might 
become the father of many nations, according to that 
which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his 
own body now dead, when he was about an hundred 
years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: 

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through 
unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had 
promised, he was able also to perform. 

22 And therefore it was imputed to him for 
righteousness. 

 

Key Thought: 
Paul has argued over and again that justification 
comes not by the law of works or by the rite of 
religious circumcision, but by faith. Now in these 
verses he describes for us what that faith is like? How 
do I know if I am a child of Abraham? What kind of 
faith did he really have? 



Part 1—God Who Declares Reality 
Read Romans 4:16-17; Genesis 17:1-9; 2 Corinthians 5:17 

1) What attributes of God’s character enabled Abraham to believe 
His promise? 
 
 
 
 

2) What “unreal” things did God declare as reality to Abraham? 
 
 
 
 

3) How might the declaration in 2 Corinthians 5 seem unreal and 
how should you respond to it? 
 
 
 
 

Part 2—Hope Against Hope   
Read Romans 4:18-19; Genesis 18:11-12; Psalm 42:11 

1) What “hope” did Abraham reject, and what “hope” did he 
believe?  
 
 
 
 

2) According to Genesis 18 why did Sarah laugh and what does that 
tell you about which “hope” she had? 
 
 
 
 

3) How can the right “hope” battle discouragement and depression? 

Part 3—Giving Glory To God 
Read Romans 4:19-20; John 20:27-29 

1) What do you think giving glory to God has to do with being 
strong in faith? 
  
 
 
 

2) Why do you suppose Thomas doubted the resurrection, and how 
did his true faith give glory to God? 
 
 
 
 

3) How can your faith bring glory to God on a daily basis? 
  
 
  

 
Part 4—Fully Persuaded 
Read Romans 4:21-22; Genesis 18:13-14; Hebrews 11:17-19  

1) How do you suppose Abraham became persuaded to believe 
God’s promise? 
 
 
 
 

2) According to Hebrews 11 what persuaded Abraham to offer his 
son to God as a sacrifice? 
 
 
 
 

3) What persuades you to trust God completely?

Don’t forget the Big Idea! 


