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Grace By Faith
in the Promise
Romans 4:13-17a

13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the
world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through
the law, but through the righteousness of faith.

14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is
made void, and the promise made of none effect:

15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is,
there is no transgression.

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to
the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not
to that only which is of the law, but to that also which
is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many
nations,)...

Key Thought:

The promise to Abraham was unconditional. All
Abraham did was believe God’s Word! Paul proves
this by examining the promise itself and logically
explaining that the principle of justification by works
(Law) and the principle of justification by faith
(Grace) are mutually exclusive. The only way the
promise is secure is if it is by God’s grace alone!

THE BIG IDEA
What is the main truth The Lord showed you in this passage?




Part 1—A Promise to Believe
Read Romans 4:13, 17a; Genesis 12:1-8
1) How expansive was the promise God made to Abraham? What
do you understand of it? What do you think Abraham understood
of this promise?

2) What did the Law have to do with this promise? How does the
Law affect the receivers of this promise?

3) Name a few promises that God makes to you which you must
receive by faith.

Part 2—Faith Made Void
Read Romans 4:14: Galatians 2:21

1) How would the requirement of Jewish Law affect the ability of
“many nations” (vs 17) to be blessed through Abraham?

2) According to Galatians how does reliance upon law keeping
frustrate God’s grace?

3) How do Christians (already justifies) sometimes work against
God’s promise (and gift) of righteousness?

Part 3—The Law Works Wrath
Read Romans 4:15; 1 Corinthians 15:55-56

1) In what way does the law introduce God’s wrath in our lives?

2) According to 1 Corinthians 15 what is the relationship between
death and the law?

3) How does the law affect you as a Christian today?

Part 4—The Promise is Sure
Read Romans 4:16-17a; Titus 3:5-7

1) What makes God’s promise of righteousness secure for Jews and
Gentiles alike?

2) According to Titus how does one become a righteous heir to
inherit eternal life?

3) How does the principle of justification by grace through faith
give you security?

Don’t forget the Big Idea! >



